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CLAIMS 

1. A method of treating, inhibiting, or preventing mucositis in a human 
patient, »d method comprising administering to said patient first and second 




different therapeutic agents, 



wherein said first therapeutic agent is an NSAID, an 



5 inflammatory cyt< 



&ine inhibUorlor a mast cell inhibitor; and said second 
therapeutic agent is\an inflammatory cytokine inhibitor, a mast cell inhibitor, an 
MMP inhibitorj, an nV ID, or an NO inhibitor. 

2. The method\of claim 1, wherein at least one of said first and second 
agents is an NSAID which\s a COX-1 or COX-2 inhibitor. 



10 3. The method of cla\m 2, wherein said COX-1 inhibitor is 

indomethacin or flurbiprofin. 



4. The method of claim 1, Win thefirst agent is an inflammatory 
cytokine inhttUor selected from anfXmhibitor.a TNF-alplwjnhibitox, an IL-1 
inhibitor, and an interferon-gamma inhibitor. 
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5. The 



method of claim 4 wherein tne first agent is a TNF-alpha 
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inhibitoAnd the second agent is an MMP inhibitor. 




\ 



TheVethod of claim 1 wherein said MMP inhibitor is a tetracycline. 



7. The methotf of claim 6 wherein said tetracycline is minocycline. 



The method of claim \wherein the first agent is an NSAID. 




9. The method of claim J^rein the NO inhibitor is aminoguanidine or 



guanidine. 




0. The method of claim 1 wherein the TNF-alpha inhibitor is 



1 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein the first agent is a mast cell inhibitor 
10 selected from an antihistaAne, a serine protease inhibitor, and a degranulation 
inhibitor. 



12. The method of claim lVherein the first and second agents 



provided mixed together in a composition. 

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the composition is a liquid adapted 
for use as an oral rinse. 

14. The method of claim 12, wherein the composition is a solid adapted 
5 for oral ingestion. 

1 \A method of treating, inhibiting, or preventing mucositis in a human 
patient, said m \od composing administering to said patient an effective amount 
of a therapeufc age»t selected from\a„ MMP inhibit,™ inflammatory cytokme 
inhibitor and a mast ceU inhibitor. 

, 0 1 6. The meth JofVlaim 1 5, wherein the mast cell inhibitor is a 

degranulation inhibitor. 

17. The method of claim 15>wherein the mast cell inhibitor is an 
antihisitmine. 
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1 8. The method of claim 1 5, wherein the mast cell inhibitor is a serine 
protease inhibitor. 



19. The method\of claim 1 5, wherein the MMP inhibitor is a 
5 tetracycline. 

20. The method of claim 19, wherein the tetracycline is minocycline. 

21. The method oflHainV wherein said method further comprises 
administering to said patient aVhn^erapeutic agent in an amount sufficient to 
inhibit infection, wherein^tflhird therapeutic agent is an antimicrobial 

10 compound. 

22. The method of claim 1, where\i said mucositis is induced by 
antineoplastic therapy. 

23. The method of claim 22, wherein said mucositis is induced by 
chemotherapy. 
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24. The 
radiation therapy. 



method of claim 22, wherein said mucositis is induced by 



25. The method of claim 22, wherein said patient is a cancer patient 
preparing to undergo chemotherapy or rad.ation therapy. 

26. The method of claim 22, wherein said patient is a cancer patient 
currently undergoing chemotherapy or radiation therapy. 



27. The 



method of claim 1, wherem said mucositis is oral mucositis. 



10 28. A p 



harmaceutical composition for treating or/mucositis comprising 



♦ ™,vm™.ne aiiNSAID, an inflammatory 

(a) a first therapeutic agent comprising^ inoa > 

cytokine inhibitor, or a mast cell inhibitor; 

(b) a second, different therape/c a^n^rising an inflammatory 

cyto kineinhib«^ 
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inhibitor; and 



(e) a pharmaceutic^ acceptable carrier, wherein said firs, and second 
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therapeutic agents are present in amounts suffice* to inhibit mucositis^ patient 
suffering from mucositis or at risk for mucositis. 



29. The pharmaceutical composition of claim 28, wherem said 
composmon i, formulated ,„.o a lozenge, a tao.et, an era, rir4 an ora, paste, or an 



5 oral gel. 



30. The p 



inhibitor is an antihistimine. 



harmaceutical composition of/aim 28, wherein said mast cell 



31 . The pharmaceutical comp^ 
inflammatory agent is an NSAID. 




feitior/of claim 28, wherein said anti- 



10 



32. The pharmaceuti/l composition of claim 31, wherein said 
position further compos an anti-ulcer agent in an amount sufficient to inhabit 
gastric mucosal injury. 
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33. Thfe pharmaceutical composition of claim 28, wherein said anti- 
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inflammatory agent is a cyclooxygenase-2 inhibitor. 




on of claim 28, wherein said 



34. The pharmaceutical compbsjj 
con.posi.ion further corpses an ytumorfSd agent ,n an amount sufficient to 

inhibit infection. 
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